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Concluding, Mahatmaji thanked the conveners of the conference and
others for having made him the president.
The Tribune, 10-12-1924
347.   SPEECH AT RAWALPINDI
December 9, 1924
At the outset he referred to the address of welcome that had heen
presented to him and said that as long as he or Shaukat Ali could speak on be-
half of the whole of India, it was enough to present an address to one of
them; but today:
My own authority to speak on behalf of the Muslims is dwindling,
So is Shaukat Ali's to speak on behalf of the Hindus. This is un-
fortunate. But as long as this unfortunate state of affairs lasts,
you have to present addresses to both.
Referring to the Kohat tragedy, he said:
I do not wish to inquire today into the origin of this tragedy
or to apportion blame for it. For one thing, I am not aware of
all the facts. This much is, however, obvious that some two to
three thousand Hindus have left Kohat and, seeking shelter, have
camped at Rawalpindi. The responsibility for their forced exo-
dus from Kohat rests with Hindus as well as Muslims; and both
the communities will be disgraced as long as they continue to camp
at Rawalpindi. Shaukat Ali, Kitchlew, Zafar Ali and I have come
here to remove this disgrace. We have not succeeded yet because
the third party is playing its cards. The third party's role is to
fan, if not also to kindle, the flames of conflict. I have never yet
heard of any conflict being resolved by this third party. The truth
is that the tragedy at Kohat would not have occurred and Hindus
would not have run away if the Government had done its duty.
The officers there either became cowards or acted contrary to their
duty. The bandits on the frontier rob anyone and everyone; hence
it is difficult to assert that all this storm was raised for looting the
Hindus only, I would, however, affirm that the looting and arson
was perpetrated not by the people but by the officials of the frontier.
I wish that this Government should for ever neglect its duty as it
has done on this occasion at Kohat. I would not be sorry if thk
Government collapses and then Hindus and Muslims fight a civil
War and loot each other to their heart's content. As long as there
^erattoour^ weakness and fear in the hearts of both the communities,
they will fight each otter and cause rivers of blood to flow* In